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SUB J : WTO ASSEMBLY DATE CONFIRMED; 1976-7 BUDGET CONSIDERATIONS 
REF: A) GENEVA 1120; B) GENEVA 1195 

T. FIRST ASSEMBLY, WTO: WTO SYG LONATI INFORMED MISSION OFFICER 
THAT SPANISH MISSION, GENEVAN HAS CONFIRMED IN WRITING OPENING 
DATE OF MAY 12 FOR FIRST TWO GENERAL ASSEMBLY. HE ALSO REVEALED 
THAT CONSULTATION ON SUBJECT OF SITE HAD RESULTED IN REPLIES 
FAVORING MADRID BY MORE THAN TWO TO ONE. HE ADDED THAT AMONG 
THOSE FAVORING MADRID WERE SEVERAL LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES. 

2. 1976-7 WTO BUDGET: LONATI EXPRESSED SOME EMBARRASSMENT, IN 
RETROSPECT, AT SIZE OF HIS PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 1976-7 (REF B), AND 
ADMITTED THAT HE DID NOT EXPECT TO BE ABLE TO SPEND ALL 
THAT HE ASKED FOR IN 1976. MISSION OFFICER RESPONDED THAT 
BUDGET AS PROPOSED WAS TOO HIGH FOR USG, THAT IT WAS US POSITION. 
SHARED BY MANY OTHERS, THAT NO INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGENCY 
SHOULD EVER ASK FOR MORE FUNDS THAN IT CAN ACTUALLY SPEND 
IN A GIVEN PERIOD. LONATI NOTED THAT WHATEVER WAS NOT 
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MEMBER STATES ON THE BASIS OF THE ASSESSMENT PLAN ADOPTED 
BY THE WTO ASSEMBLY; RECOGNIZED THAT FIRST ASSEMBLY HAD POWER 
TO REDUCE HIS BUDGET, AND IMPLIED HE WOULD NOT BE 
SURPRISED IF THEY DID SO. 

3. COMMENT: OTHER MISSIONS IN GENEVA EXPRESS VIEW THAT 
$4 MILLION FOR 1976-77 BUDGET WOULD BE MUCH MORE REALISTIC 
FIGURE THAN PROPOSED $6 MILLION AND EVN THAT MIGHT BE TOO 
HIGH. DALE 
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